
 

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 
 
11 June 2026 
 
 
REFERENCE FOR ELLIE SZEKERES 
 
 
Academic Reference from Mrs Mary Price, Deputy Head Academic  
 
I am delighted to write in support of Ellie's application. As Deputy Head of Tormead, I have had 
the opportunity to observe her academic development and wider contributions to school life, 
and I can state with confidence that she is one of the most capable, diligent, and well-rounded 
students in her year group. 
 
Ellie consistently demonstrates exceptional intellectual curiosity, academic commitment, and 
personal integrity. She approaches every aspect of her education with maturity, determination, 
and a genuine enthusiasm for learning. What distinguishes her most is her ability to combine 
academic excellence with humility, resilience, and a willingness to embrace new challenges. 
 
Academically, Ellie excels across a broad range of subjects. In Mathematics, she achieved a Gold 
Award in the UK Mathematics Trust Intermediate Maths Challenge, placing her 4th out of a 78 
strong year group. This accomplishment reflects both her strong analytical skills and her 
commitment to academic enrichment beyond the classroom. 
 
In Modern Foreign Languages, Ellie has demonstrated outstanding linguistic ability and 
confidence. She volunteered to participate in the German Debate competition hosted by a local 
school, where she prepared thoroughly, worked collaboratively with her partner, and delivered 
an impressive performance entirely from memory. Competing against students from other local 
schools, the pair achieved second place 
 
Ellie has also distinguished herself in Food and Nutrition, where she has been an exceptional 
student throughout her GCSE studies. She has consistently achieved outstanding results in tests 
and examinations and has earned an impressive 98% in her coursework. 
 
Across all subjects, Ellie is recognised by her teachers as a highly talented learner. She grasps 
complex concepts quickly and accurately, often understanding explanations immediately. Her 
work is invariably completed to the highest standard; she never misses deadlines, approaches 
every task conscientiously, and takes genuine pride in the quality of her work. Although naturally 
modest and understated, she possesses considerable intellectual ability and consistently 
performs to an exceptional level. 
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Perhaps most importantly, Ellie is a student of outstanding character. She is respectful, 
thoughtful, dependable, and highly regarded by both staff and peers. She contributes positively 
to the school community and consistently approaches challenges with quiet determination and 
grace. She possesses the intellectual ability, personal maturity, and breadth of interests that will 
enable her to thrive in a demanding collegiate environment. 
 
I recommend Ellie to you without reservation. I am confident that she will make a valuable 
contribution to your academic community and will embrace fully the opportunities available to 
her. She has the potential not only to succeed at university level but also to make a meaningful 
impact within the wider community she joins. 
 
 
Sporting Reference from Mr George Pettitt, Director of Sport 
 
I am delighted to write in support of Ellie Szekeres and her application for a scholarship 
opportunity in the United States. 
 
As Director of Sport at Tormead School, I have had the privilege of observing Ellie’s development 
as both an athlete and a leader over a number of years. Without hesitation, I can say that she is 
one of the highest-performing student-athletes currently at our school and is an exceptional 
ambassador for both Tormead and her sport. 
 
Ellie excels in football, where she competes at a high level. She currently represents Reading 
Women's First Team in the FA Women's National League, a remarkable achievement that 
demonstrates her talent, commitment, and ability to perform in a highly competitive 
environment. Alongside her club commitments, Ellie captains the Tormead U16A Football Team, 
leading by example through her professionalism, work ethic, and maturity. 
 
Technically, Ellie possesses an exceptional range of footballing qualities. Her passing vision and 
execution allow her to influence matches and create opportunities for teammates, while her 
dribbling ability, close control, and shooting accuracy consistently make her an attacking threat. 
Beyond her technical attributes, Ellie demonstrates an advanced tactical understanding of the 
game, showing excellent decision-making, positional awareness, and the ability to adapt to 
different match situations. Her leadership qualities are equally impressive; she motivates and 
supports those around her while maintaining the highest standards both on and off the pitch. 
 
What makes Ellie particularly special is that her sporting excellence extends beyond football. 
She is also a highly accomplished tennis player and continues to represent Tormead School at 
county and regional level as a member of our A Team. Her success across multiple sports reflects 
not only her athletic ability but also her versatility, resilience, and dedication to continual 
improvement. 
 
As a person, Ellie is humble, respectful, and highly coachable. She consistently demonstrates 
outstanding commitment to training and competition while balancing the demands of her 
academic studies.  




